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Ohio Library Association Officers for 1931-32 


GEORGIE G. MCAFEE, President 
Lima Public Library 
EFFIE ABRAHAM, Secretary 
Toledo Public Library 
GEORGE J. BLAZIER, Treasurer 
Marietta College Library 


PAULINE REICH, Vice-President 
Cleveland Heights Public Library 
MELLIE MORRIS SMITH, Vice-President 
Miami University Library 
Mrs. SARAH BILBY, Vice-President 
Bexley Public Library 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Officers and Past Presidents: 


PAUL NORTH RICE 
Dayton Public Library 


LILLIE WULFEKOETTER 
Public Library of Cincinnati 


JULIAN S, FOWLER 
Oberlin College Library 


1931-32 Committees 


Membership Committee 

George J. Blazier, Marietta College 
Library 

Library Extension Committee 

Mildred Sandoe, Mansfield Public 
Library 

General Legislative Committee 

Carl Vitz, Toledo, Chairman 

Linda A. Eastman, Cleveland 

Julian S. Fowler, Oberlin 

Chalmers Hadley, Cincinnati 


Herbert S. Hirshberg, Western Re- 
serve University 


Judge Chauncey Newcomer, Bryan 

Sub-committee on Penalties for mutila- 

tion and theft of Public Library property 

Louise Prouty, Cleveland, Chairman 

Janet L. Hannaford, Dayton 

Mildred Moore, Cleveland 

Rena Reese, Cincinnati 

Blanche C. Roberts, Columbus 

Jessie Welles, Toledo 

Certification Committee 

Herbert S. Hirshberg, Western Re- 
serve University, Chairman 

Mildred Sandoe, Mansfield 

Will H. Collins, Akron 

Publicity Committee 

ag H. Collins, Akron, Chairman 


HE education of public opinion 

is the immediate problem of 
every library. The times have proved 
that while librarians have started 
in the right direction they have not 


yet gone far enough. We must have 
greater influence outside the library 
walls, a still closer alignment with 
current interests, a truer skill in 
human relationships. The Citizens 
Library Movement, which is gaining 
strength in other states, may be one 
means of joining laymen with li- 
brarians and trustees in Ohio to 
crystalize public opinion on the 
value of public service. 


Libraries of Ohio, meeting a gen- 
eral financial crisis, intensified by 
the uncertainties of a new state law, 
have endeavored as far as possible 
to maintain service. Standards, ac- 
complishments, and routines, pre- 
viously accepted, are being weighed 
in the balance. Only the essentials 
will survive. Courage and ingenuity 
are needed to meet daily practical 
difficulties and to hold fast to the 
ultimate objective, which is to meet 
the necessities of a changing and a 
thinking world. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


Returns from the intangible tax 
are still problematic. Collections up 
to date are apparently incomplete 
and do not include returns from 
many large taxpayers. It is there- 
fore impossible to estimate the fi- 
nal results. Library boards can 
merely continue their present policy 
of careful expenditures consistent 
with continuance of service. There 
is no apparent reason yet to despair 
of final results or to discontinue or 
suspend service. Boards should make 


every effort to borrow in anticipa- 
tion of the distribution of taxes on 
intangibles to meet current needs, as 
authorized by law. 


Before distribution of taxes can 
be made to any locality every one of 
the 88 county auditors in Ohio must 
file a certificate with the State Audi- 
tor showing the amount collected in 
his county. Every library depending 
on intangible tax collections should 
therefore urge its county auditor to 
return the certificate at the earliest 
possible date. 


Herbert S. Hirshberg, Acting 
Chairman, Legislative Reference 
Committee, May 12, 1932. 





Public Libraries Intangible Tax Law—Calendar for 1932 


January 1 


2d Monday in 
January 


February 1 


February 15 
February 15 to 


Date as of which intangibles valued (5368). 


Common Pleas and Probate Courts to report to Tax 
Commission re Estates (5372-4). 


County Auditor to compute amount various govern- 
mental units will receive from intangible tax proceeds 
(Sec. 6) Library boards assumed to receive same amount 
they received from all sources in 1930 (Sec. 6). 

Auditor to certify finding to State Auditor who pre- 
pares data showing share of intangible tax each county 
is to receive (Sec. 6). 


County Auditor to mail tax blanks. 


Tax returns due (5367). One-half intangible tax pay- 


County Auditor’s settlement with County Treasurer. 
County Auditor sends certificate to State Auditor (2602; 


State Auditor balances accounts with counties so each 
county will be allotted pro rata share of proceeds of in- 


County Treasurer makes payment from intangible tax 
fund to taxing subdivisions (Sec. 7). 


County Auditor’s settlement with County Treasurer. 
County Auditor sends certificate to State Auditor (2602; 


State Auditor balances accounts with counties so each 


March 31 able (5671-1). 
May 10 

2683 ; Sec. 7). 
May or June 

tangible tax (Sec. 7). 
May, June, or 
July 
October 10 

2683 ; Sec. 7). 
October or 
November 


county will be allotted pro rata share of proceeds of in- 
tangible tax (Sec. 7). 


October, Novem- County Treasurer makes payment from intangible tax 
ber or December fund to taxing subdivisions (Sec. 7). 
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Suiewy of Obie Lfivartes 


Mr. Herbert S. Hirshberg, Acting 
Chairman of the Legislative Commit- 
tee, compiled a statistical report of 
financiai conditions from a question- 
naire sent out to more than 100 
school district libraries. A_ brief 
summary of the findings in this re- 
port is included below. 

Number of libraries replying_-__131 
Number reporting general cur- 


tailment of service_.__.....-- 29 
Number reporting no curtail- 

i eg, 61 
Number reporting curtailment 

in book purchases ---.------- 41 


Number reporting cuts in staff 
SE hintiticeniinntinnnnisiinn 

Number successful in borrow- 
ing funds 
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County Libraries 

The county library bill received 
the Governor’s signature on April 
21, 1931, and became a law. This 
new law permits the question of a 
county library to be brought before 
the people at the polls on the recom- 
mendation of the County Commis- 
sioners, and eliminates the former 
clause which required the signatures 
of ten per cent of the taxpayers. 
Although the times are not promis- 
ing for new organization, every 
county in the state not served at 
present should be laying its plans 
to bring the question before the peo- 


sebihihcacabeiaidi nines 20 | ple at the earliest opportunity. 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION TREASURER’S REPORT 
October 1931—May 1932 


RECEIPTS 


Balance on hand October 1 
Memberships 


Balance, Marietta Convention Committee 


Sale of programs 
Exhibitors, annual meeting 


Interest, Columbian Bank, Columbus 


$2,055.76 
455.00 
3.50 

30 

84.00 
11.25 


Interest, Washington County Savings and 


Loan Company 


EXPENDITURES 


Annual Convention 


Secretary’s expenses 1930-1931 
Treasurer, stamped envelopes 


Returned check 
Office supplies—Officers 


12.30 
$2,622.11 


1,055.08 
3.00 
26.34 
1.00 
26.5 


Executive and Legislative Committee meeting, 


January 29, 1932 


Treasurer and Membership Committee supplies 
Telephone and office supplies 


116.03 
11.75 
20.50 


American Library Association (Sustaining 


Membership) 


American Library Association Chapter Dues 


President’s office supplies 


BALANCE ON HAND MAY 2, 1932 


100.00 
49.65 
16.57 


$1,426.72 
$1 {195,39 





MEETING THE SITUATION 


I have no wish to underestimate 
the seriousness to Ohio libraries of 
existing conditions or to dismiss 
them with Pollyannish chirps. I do 
believe, however, encouraging signs 
are in evidence which librarians 
should not overlook and there is an 
attitude which I believe they should 
maintain. 

If returns from intangible taxes 
fall far below expectations; if the 
apportionment of these taxes for 
libraries be too greatly delayed; or 
if the acute country-wide financial 
depression continue too long—then 
I believe all libraries will share in 
the general acute situation. 

If severe financial reverses come 
to libraries, we shall have to cut our 
cloth accordingly. Our two largest 
expenditures are for books and for 
salaries. I believe it wiser to cut 
book purchases than salaries. Exist- 
ing book collections will last in- 
definitely, and I believe it better to 
have fewer books with good library 
service than more books with poor 
service. Books can be easily re- 
placed later, but library personnel 
and morale cannot be. 

In the present uncertainty, we 
should continue to be one of the 
greatest stabilizers of the commun- 
ity, and to be so we must keep our 
heads, especially since clear heads 
are particularly necessary in an 
emergency. Moreover, it is good 
psychology and good librarianship 
to meet situations calmly. 

So far, many libraries have not 
suffered at all, and I know of none 
whose reverses equal those of many 
thousand business concerns. In spite 
of our alarm and nervousness, we 
should remember that many leading 
bankers and state officers believe in- 
tangible tax returns will prove to be 
unexpectedly large. There are also 
heartening evidences everywhere 
that loyal public opinion and finan- 
cial co-operation are being given to 
libraries. These are trying times, 
but certainly they are not hopeless 
ones. 


Chalmers Hadley, Librarian 
Public Library of Cincinnati 


The Lakewood Public Library 
had enough of a balance in January, 
1932, to carry through March with 
rigid economy in book purchases 
and in supplies. 

The City of Lakewood made a 
loan of $25,000 from its sinking fund 
which we hope will be sufficient to 
meet the necessary expenses from 
March, 1932, until the regular funds 
are available. 

Never before has the library been 
as busy, especially with the adult 
circulation. 


Roena Ingham, Librarian 
Lakewood Public Library 


While we have effected numer- 
ous economies of operation in 
Youngstown, we have not as yet 
been compelled to reduce hours of 
opening nor reduce staff salaries. 
We look upon the new intangible 
tax law, as finally amended to in- 
clude every public library in the 
state, regardless of its form of or- 
ganization, as a step forward in the 
interests of all public libraries of 
Ohio. 


We anticipate that with the final 
distribution of the intangible tax 
money, we shall receive as much, if 
not more, than we would have re- 
ceived under our old levy from real 
estate taxes. 


C. W. Sumner, Librarian 
Youngstown Public Library 


The Dayton Public Library has 
already borrowed $50,000 in antici- 
pation of receipts from the intangi- 
ble tax law and has been able to pay 
full salaries for all the staff through 
April 1. Although we are entitled, 
under the law, to borrow slightly 
more than $100,000 it seems likely 
that $75,000 will be the maximum 
amount that the Dayton banks will 
be willing to loan us. This means 
that a portion of the April salary 
will probably be retained until dis- 
tribution has been made and if dis- 
tribution is not made in May, May 
salaries also will be paid only in 
part. 

By almost eliminating book pur- 
chases and reducing other expenses 
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to a minimum, the Dayton Public 
Library has been able to keep all its 
staff without any reduction in salary 
or without any compulsory vacation 
without pay. 


Paul North Rice, Librarian 
Dayton Public Library 


The present problems, while not 
offering the same opportunities for 
patriotic service that occurred dur- 
ing the war period, are significant 
in that we are brought into close 
touch with an unusual reform, in 
fact are bearing the brunt of the 
state’s experiment in taxation. 

Ohio libraries will be able to look 
back to the time when others who 
were less directly affected were rais- 
ing a loud wail while the libraries 
were content to let those in author- 
ity know their true condition and 
give what energies they had to main- 
taining the general moral. An insti- 
tution which cannot be stampeded 
into defeat will win the confidence 
of its community. The library is 
such an institution. 


Will H. Collins, Librarian 
Akron Public Library 


Van Wyck Brooks, in his delight- 
ful new life of Emerson, quotes Wil- 
liam Ellery Channing as saying 
“Trouble is as good as anything else, 
if only you have enough of it.” Ac- 
cording to this, conditions must be 
very good indeed for Ohio libraries 
in this year of grace, 1932. Our own 
library is continuing to spread its 
reserve funds thinner and thinner, 
in trying to keep its doors open un- 
til the new tax money is available, 
and to curtail its service to readers 
as little as possible. If the auditor 
of a single county delays to turn in 
his report, it will be impossible for 
the State Auditor to complete his 
report. As soon as his report is 
available, it should afford libraries 
a basis for borrowing, if the distri- 
bution of the taxes has to be delayed. 
Meantime, there is always joy in 
service! 


Linda A. Eastman, Librarian 
Cleveland Public Library 


GOVERNOR REFUSES PETI- 
TION TO INCLUDE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY NEEDS IN THE 
CALL FOR A SPECIAL SES- 
SION OF THE LEGISLATURE 


On January 19 the first Executive 
Board meeting was held in Colum- 
bus. At this time the Executive 
Board and representatives from the 
Trustees association, together with 
certain civic-minded and influential 
citizens in the state, had an inter- 
view with Governor George White 
to urge the inclusion of library needs 
in the call for as special session of 
the state legislature. This inclusion 
would have resulted in authorizing 
in the years 1932 and 1933: 

(a) Advancements to public li- 
brary trustees from intangible tax 
collections in anticipation of distri- 
bution of an amount not exceeding 
one-third of the amount of taxes 
levied for such library board in the 
year 1930. 

(b) The State Teachers Retire- 
ment Fund, the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Fund, or any other avail- 
able state funds to invest in the notes 
which boards of public library trus- 
tees are authorized to issue in the 
years 1932 and 1933 under the pro- 
visions of the intangible tax act. 

Governor White showed little in- 
terest in the subject presented and 
in spite of much subsequent pres- 
sure from various places in the state, 
library needs were not included in 
the call for a special session. 


THE STATE LIBRARY 


The State Library is no longer 
an object of immediate hope. In spite 
of protests from libraries and from 
representative citizens, newspaper 
publicity, and rumors that the State 
Library was to be divorced from 


politics, nothing has happened. 
John Henry Newman was appointed 
by the governor to the office of state 
librarian and remains in office. In a 
year of grave dangers which have 
threatened the existence of large and 
small libraries alike, the State Li- 
brary, which should have been a 
chief source of information and sup- 











port, has failed utterly. The Ohio 
State Library has been reduced toa 
limited book lending agency. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS 


Miss Mildred Sandoe, Librarian of 
the Mansfield Public Library, has 
planned four district meetings to be 
held in May. A major part of the 
programs will be given over to prac- 
tical discussions of administrative 
work in times of crisis. Plans also 
include book discussions, messages 
from the officers of the Ohio Library 
Association, and brief reports from 
the A. L. A. conference in New 
Orleans. 

The meetings will be held in the 
following places: 


of library laws; and the publication 
of the Bulletin which sums up our 
own state problems. 


Sustaining membership in the 
American Library Association was 
voted at the Executive Board meet- 
ing for the year 1932, with some 
reservation in the minds of those 
present as to how long the associa- 
tion will be able to carry this in ad- 
dition to chapter dues. 


OHIO LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
ASSOCIATION 


The first annual meeting was held 
in Marietta during the week of Sep- 
tember 28, 1931. Twelve trustees, 
not including the hosts, were pres- 
ent. The officers are Charles R. 















































Akron Wednesday, May 18 | Wilson, Stow, president; Mrs. J. F. ) 
Public Library Mollenkopf, Van Wert, vice-presi- 
Maumee Thursday, May 19 | dent, and Mrs. P. H. Flynn, Xenia, 

Lucas County Library secretary and treasurer. The Leg- 


islative Committee includes Carl 

. Vitz, Toledo; Jesse P. Dice, Akron, 

and H. P. Dieterich, Bexley, Colum- 

bus. A meeting of the Association 

was held in Columbus on January i 
19, at the same time as the meeting 
of the Executive Board of the Ohio ¢ 
Library Association, and members ] 
were present at the interview of the 
Executive Board with Governor 
White. 


The memberships of the Associa- . 
tion number sixty. One of the first 
goals will be to bring this number 
at least to approximate that of li- P 
braries in the state. There could be 
no better opportunity than the pres- ‘ 
ent year for a record attendance, in- y 
terest and contribution from library 0 
ce 
n 


Xenia Wednesday, May 25 
Public Library 
Bexley, Columbus, Thursday, May 26 
Public Library 

Librarians and Trustees are urged 
to attend these meetings. 


OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIPS 


Mr. George J. Blazier, Chairman 
of the Membership Committee, 
wishes to thank all who paid dues 
last year. There are, however, li- 
brarians and library workers in Ohio 
who are not members. Mr. Blazier 
urges every librarian in the state to 
enlist the staff in a 100% member- 
ship for the year 1932. He suggests 
that a definite week be set aside in 
May or June during which mem- 
berships for each library staff be 


trustees. 


ANNUAL STATE MEETING 


checked and completed. The result FOR 1932 n 
of this membership campaign will be The next meeting of the Ohio Li- 

published in the next Bulletin. beaty Assaciation will be bald in i. 
: Mr. Blazier urges full membership | Columbus, October 5, 6 and 7, with : 
in the state organization as a profes- | headquarters at the Neil House. The my 


sional duty which assures the en- | Deshler-Wallick and the Fort Hayes 


couragement and stimulation of | Hotels are within a short distance. te 
district and of annual meetings; the | No library worker or trustee can af- W 
benefits of the Legislative Commit- | ford to stay away from this meeting le 


tee with its watchfulness of public 


¢ ‘uln when so many vital issues are at 
library welfare and its interpretation 


stake. 










